Cancer Chemotherapy National Service Centre report
The C.C.N.S.C. report finding preliminary activity in K.B. cell culture (human epidermoid carcinoma of the nasopharynx, in water) using crude extracts of Viscum album. An E.D. 50 of 0.74 /zg/ml was established. When tested on Sarcoma 180 in mice at optimal doses, T/C ratios of 56%, 60%, 51% and 54% were achieved in various trials. Further wo k was not done as the extract failed to achieve a T/C ratio of 42% or less (C.C.N.S.C. 1962).
Authors' results
We tested the claim (Vester 1968) Neinhaus et al. (1970) . The L.D.50 for the strain of mice used here was determined independently because of possible strain-specific differences in sensitivity.
The tumour used was a high passage Crocker 180 Sarcoma implanted in random bred male Balb/c mice.
Animals were selected from a narrow weight range rather than age to ensure uniformity of dose level. A fragment of tumour (approx. 1 cmm) was subcutaneously transplanted in the right flank endeavouring to obtain uniformity of size of implant. After random selection into control of experimental groups, experi-mental animals were given daily I.P. doses of 0.15 ml of Iscador of different concentration.
On day 9 both control and experimental groups were killed and tumours dissected out for weighing.
The average weights of tumours from control and experimental groups were compared to determine the T/c ratio. T/C ratio between 50%-75%.
Conclusion
These experiments confirm that doses of Iscad of the order of magnitude quoted by Vester do indef have a tumour-inhibiting effect though they sug9e that the degree of inhibition may be somewhat le; than 50%.
